



Book III, Part IV 

THE SHU-TORUN WAR 

It is a time of unrest. Following the destruction of the 
Death Star, Darth Vader has shown zero mercy to any 
rebel sympathizers. 

The newly appointed Queen Trios has found herself 
in the middle of a war on her home planet of 
Shu-Torun. While she tries to comply with Vader's 
orders, her people resist. Angered by the Empire's 
continued mistreatment, they have fought back, 
recruiting the aid of Cylo to bring an end to Vader's 
brutality. Alas, no secret is kept from Vader for long, 
who has suspected betrayal and prepared 
accordingly. 

Meanwhile, Vader's secret ally, Dr. Aphra, remains in 
rebel hands. He has issued a bounty for her recovery, 
dead or alive, and will stop at nothing to regain 
control.... 
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MY DROIDS' 1 
MY WONDERFUL I 
DROIDS! | 

[ WE ARE THE THIN, 
METALLIC LINE' 
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WE AREA SHEET 
OF TITANIUM- 
REINFORCED STEEL 
PROTECTING OUR 
MEATY MASTERS... 


AGAINST AND 
DESTROY...) 


...FROM OTHER, 
BASICALLY IDENTICAL 
MEATY ONES WHO BY A 
QUIRK OF FATE ARE 
OUR ENEMIES TODAY! 


YOU MAY THINK US ■ 
DOOMED! THEY ARE ■ 
SO MANY! WE, SO FEW! ■ 
AND SURROUNDED! ■ 
I YOU MAY THINK 
F WE HAVE NO 

m. HOPE! AND 

I YOU'RE RIGHT! 


BECAUSE I DEFINITELY 
HAVEN'T IMPLANTED 
YOU ALL WITH CYBER 
SYRINGES TO DRAIN 
THE BLOOD FROM 
YOUR FOES AND GROW 
STRONG FROM THEIR 
SCA RLET FLUIDS! 

M [ IF I'D DONE 
THAT, THEY'D 
I BE DOOMED, BUT 

1 I DEFINITELY 
, HAVEN'T 

^Tl DONE THAT! 


HAIL 

TRIPLE¬ 

ZERO! 


SLAY THE 
MEATY 
ONES! 
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MORIT! 
BACK UP! 


■ IK T X DON'T ^ 
CANT BEAT THINK WE CAN 
k HIM. ^ EPfR BEAT 
VADER. ^ 


row 

WONT, 

AIOLIN. 




MORITZ 


THE FIELD I 
.THINS. J 
W UNTIL 
I WE MEET 
^ AGAIN. 









PLEASE.. 









wm S' r r>yi o hf HERE...TAKE MY / 

mi f COLLABORATED V 

Rl k WIT BftnnNS RE EVERYTHING. THANK / 

bnKUNa. YOU, LORD 

3 ( 3 ' / \ VADER. 
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r WELCOME \ 
BACK, SIR. WE 
HAVE SECURED 
, THE ENEMY , 
L L//VES7 J 


YOU. 

pCOMMUNICATE WITH 1 
THE FORCES LOYAL 
TO QUEEN TRIOS. THEY 
k MUST ATTACK! . 
^IMMEDIATELY!^ 


WE'VE 

r SURRENDERED! WE'LL 
DO ANYTHING YOU SAY! 
JUST DON'T FEED US TO 
.YOUR BLOOD-SUCKING . 
^ DROIDS! ^4 


jgJg|§^^TRIRE-ZERO.. 

LORD VADER! SOMEHOW 
OUR FOES BECAME W 
CONVINCED THEY WERE H 
FIGHTING BLOOD- ^B 
FUELED LEECH DROIDS/ H 
IT SEEMS TO HAVE A H 
QUITE PROFOUNDLY ^B 
NEGATIVE EFFECT ON ■ 
THEIR MORALE... ^B 


THE ASSAULT'S ALREADY UNDER 
WAY. QUEEN TRIOS HAS PRESSED 
ON WITHOUT IMPERIAL SUPPORT. 


YES, WE DEFINITELY 1 
DIDN'T DO IT, BEETEE.l 

M W£ WERE EXPRESSLY 

■ ORDERED AGAINST 
B THAT. WE WOULD 

■ NEVER DO THAT. 


A SUICIDAL 
KIND OF WAY. 


IT SEEMS AN 
IDEA IS A 
POWERFUL 
THING. 


r SIGNAL THE^ 
MAIN BATTLE 
GROUP TO 
CONTINUE THEIR 
V ATTACK. A 










FORWARD! 











ARE YOU 
SURE, MY 
QUEEN? 


~ THE ~ 
IMPERIALS! 
.AT LAST! . 





this^K5 1 

LOOKS 

. pire. r'-M. 

6u3§aKHVr\j/^ 
















r CYLO SAIP ^gJ 
THE IMPERIALS «f8S 

wouldn't 

^ATTACK. 

1^' BIXENE.'MY^ 
I# SWEET DAUGHTER! 
S' 1 NEED TO TALK TO 
■ THAT BACKSTABBING 
m. SCIENTIST, / 
SAV NOW! 


r HE'S...LEFT 
SHU-TORUN, 
BARON 
kRUBIX. , 


Y MV BEST ^ 
I MEN GONE TO DEAL 
Lwith VAPER... _Jf 
THIS IS 

r UNTENABLE! > 
IMPOSSIBLE! THE 
DELVING CITADEL OF 
L RUBIX CANNOT { 
fall. IT- 


'QUICKLY! 
THEY CAN 
REINFORCE 
V THE SIEGE! 


r FATHER!THE 
ELITE GUARD.. 
THEY'RE 
RETURNING! 
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TROOPS! 

DEPLOY 

QUICKLY! 


BARON 

RUBIX. 


QUEEN TRIOS 
r EXPLAINED THAT ' 
THE SHU-TORUN ARE A 
COURTLY CULTURE. NOW 
IS THE TIME TO EXPLAIN 
, THE PROTOCOL FOR , 
\ YOUR IMMEDIATE J 
V SURRENDER.^/ 


r ...UNLESS, ' 
ONCE MORE, 
YOU WISH TO 
L DANCE, j 






OPEN THE X\J 

' GATES. THE RUBIX \M 

CITADEL HEREBY Zd UfeiH 
DELIVERS ITSELF INTO M WiM 
, THE HANDS OF 
V QUEEN TRIOS. x, BARON ^ 
UUBIX, RECOGNIZE 
M tl HER DOMINION 

HEREIN... 


no 

MATTER WHAT 
PUNISHMENT YOU 
k DELIVER, l~~A 


ENOUGH! 


THOUSANDS^^B 
~ ARE DEAD BECAUSE 1 
OF YOUR PRIDE. 1 
YOU'VE SURRENDERED. I 
l ENOUGH FLOWERY A 
^^SPEECHES. ^ 
|MNf EXECUTE 






FATHER! 


YOU WILL ^ 
"take YOUR FATHER'S 
PLACE. I DECLARE 
L YOU BARONESS 
BIXENE. ~A 

r 50 TO 
THE REBELS. V I 
TELL THEM TO 
v MAKE PEACE. Mm 


f THAT IS ^ 
T NOT THE LINE 
OF SUCCESSION. 

. THE ELDEST 
k. BROTHER-- y 


m -WILL BE^^ 
T OVERJOYED8Y 1 
f MY WISDOM, AS HE ' 
KNOWS THAT OBJECTING 
TO MY DECISIONS 
i CARRIES A CERTAIN l 
k TREASONOUS A 
AIR. 


I'VE FOUND NT 
r INEXPERIENCED YOUTHS > 
NOT EXPECTING POWER 
THE MOST EASY TO 

V MANIPULATE, LORD / 

V VADER. 


YOU ARE 
CORRECT. 



















f THE BARONS' ' 
RESISTANCE 
PIPNT OUTLAST 
RUBIX. THE WAR 
. IS OVER, . 
V AT LAST, y 


X TRUST 
YOU WILL 
PESTROY 
THEM. 


r NONE ^ 
OF THE 1 
BARONS WILL I 
^SU RVIVE. A 
THEIR 
LINES 
' A WILL. 


^OF COURSE?\»J 
WE ARE MOST M 
.GRATEFUL. 7 

BUT, LORP 
k m. VAPER... . 


THIS IS 

V SHU-TORUN. ■ 
■ IT IS A MINING ■ 
CULTURE. 

r EVERYTHING ^ 
MUST BE PROPERLY 
LL SUPPORTEP. ^ 


r THIS ^ 
CAPTAIN WILL 
REMAIN TO OFFER 
MILITARY APVICE... 

. ANP OVERSIGHT. . 


r AS YOU 
WISH, QUEEN 
^ TRIOS, a 







^ THE 
QUEEN OF 
SHU-TORUN. 


ONE CAN'T HELP BUT 
NOTE THAT COULD 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN 
MULTIPLE WAYS. 


HE COULD BE 
IMPLYING YOU 
ARE EXCELLENT 
OR THAT YOU- 


I KNOW. J 
^ LEAVE, 
PROIP. 

X CANNOT 
PESTROY 
. HIM. a 


I CAN ^ 
PESTROY 
. YOU. . 





















WITH THE 1 
GREATEST OF I 
RESPECT, QUEEN I 
TRIO S... | 

' I ray'/./. 

.^1 GO FAR. 


WELL, 

r CAPTAIN, SHALL ^ 
WE? WE HAVE SIMPLY 1 
ASTRONOMICAL I 
k QUOTAS TO A 
k. MEET... ^ 
OH... 
DO YOU 
DANCE? 


V ACADEMY 1 
GRADUATE. I'VE 
EXPERIENCE, BUT 
v IDO NOT , 
K THINK-- A 


r SHUSH, 
CAPTAIN. 
THIS IS 
SHU-TORUN. 


WE ARE AN 
INTENSELY 
COURTLY 
CULTURE.^ 


? TO SURVIVE 
ON SHU-TORUN, 

. YOU MUST . 
K. DANCE. A 
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AND THAT 

IS ALL, MY ■ 

EMPEROR... 

7 ...VICTORY IS ^ 
COMPLETE. CYLO AND 
^B HIS ABOMINATIONS 
ARE REVEALED AS 
TRAITORS. . 
^B*- THEY RWL^ 
J NONE WILL 
^ ESCAPE. 


fiOOD. IT IS AS I HOPED. 

come to coruscant, 

^ LORD VADER 


' IT IS TIME 
I EXPLAINED 
EVERYTHING. 


PREPARE 
FOR MY 
DEPARTURE. 


CERTAINLY, LORD 
VADER. HOWEVER, 
I HAVE THE MOST 
WONDERFUL NEWS. 


MISTRESS 
APHRA HAS 
BEEN FOUND! 

































T IF THIS ^ 
’ IS TRUE, THE 
BOUNTY HUNTER 
l WILL BE REWARDED. 
L. IF NOT... "> 


WOULD THIS BE A 
TIME TO MENTION A 
CERTAIN PRILL 
MODIFICATION I'VE 
BEEN CONSIDERING? 


OH, THAT'S WHAT I 
MAKES THE HEWS k 
SO WONDERFUL, L 
LORD VADER. £ 
HE DOESN'T 
REQUIRE PAYMENT. 
WE CAN KEEP THE 
CREDITS! 


OH! BEETEE 
WOULD LIKE 
A PROTON 
TORPEDO- 


ENOUGH. 


IT...IT WASN'T A ■ 

BOUNTY HUNTER, ■ 
LOR D VADER. ■ 

HE...HE SENT 
I A MESSAGE. 


W, LORD 
VADER. 


PLAY IT, 
BEETEE. 
QUICKLY. 










































DARTH VADER i / / 
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